Don't say mum and dad: what do we want to teach?

On January 30th newspapers reported the formalchang of guidance by Schools
Secretary Ed Balls advising teachers not to asdinatetheir pupils have a "mum and
dad". The guidance, produced for the Governmergdyyrights pressure group Stonewall
says primary pupils as young as four should be lfansed with the idea of same-sex
couples to help combat homophobic attitudes.

Faced with this news, we ask ourselves: what isodcHor? To educate or to
indoctrinate? No one can deny that the family based man and a woman is a precious
good and the fundamental nucleus of society. Tontaei that every other type of
arrangement is equivalent is to reduce the childatguinea pig in a social science
experiment. A school where the words “Mum” and “Dade outlawed and replaced by
the generic word “parent” misunderstands realitg &maches lying. It substitutes the
ontological truth of being a son or daughter witle tideology of relativism, where
everything is acceptable as long as it is polilycabrrect.

Don't say Mum and Dad any more: what a 'brilligsia. To protect a minority, we are
supposed to discard the experience of motherhdddtteerhood, of the sexuality of the
majority and the heritage of our civilization regdiag the family.

Tolerance and respect for the law cannot be tabghfiorbidding the use of the first
words which a child learns to say, but by teachjoig attempting to teach) that each
person has an infinite value and a destiny. Thes¢héngs we no longer hear mentioned.

In the present cultural climate, which is affectbg a pathological incapacity of
recognizing reality we adopt the words of Benedi¢t, the great defender of freedom of
education: “Already in a little child there is aegt desire to know and understand, which
shows itself in his or her continuous questions esgliests for explanations. It would
therefore be a poor sort of education that limiteelf to giving notions and information,
but left out the great question about truth, abalghat truth which can be a guide in
life.”
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